AN EDUCATION FOR
OUR CHILDREN

THE STORY OF HARRODS CREEK, KENTUCKY




| HAVE A DREAM

| have a dream that my four L S ol T
little children will one day
live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the
color of their skin but by the
content of their character.

When Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. shared his dream
with over 250,000 civil rights
supporters from the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial on
August 28, 1963, he was
expressing the hopes and
dreams of many thousands
of people who had worked
for justice and equality.




A FREE AND INTEGRATED
PUBLIC EDUCATION

Most families want
their children to get a
good education.
Today it seems
natural to us in the
United States that all
children have the
right to a free public
education in an
infegrated schoal,
but it wasn't always
like that.




EDUCATION AGAINST THE LAW

Before the Civil War, It
was actually against
the law In several
slave-holding states in
the deep South to
educate enslaved
African Americans.

There was a fear that
education would
encourage a
rebellion against
slavery.

Many people, both
African American and
white, ignored the laws.

Source: National Museum of American History,
Smithsonian Instifution




EXCERPT FROM VIRGINIA REVISED
CODE OF 1819

« That all meetings or assemblages of slaves, or free negroes or
mulattoes mixing and associafting with such slaves at any
meeting-house or houses, &c., in the night; or at any SCHOOL
OR SCHOOLS for teaching them READING OR WRITING, either in
the day or night, under whatsoever pretext, shall be deemed
and considered an UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY; and any justice of @
county, &c., wherein such assemblage shall be, either from his
own knowledge or the information ot others, of such unlawful
assemblage, &c., may issue his warrant, directed to any sworn
officer or officers, authorizing him or them to enter the house
or houses where such unlawful assemblages, &c., may be, for
the purpose of apprehending or dispersing such slaves, and to
inflict corporal punishment on the offender or offenders, at the
I<:Iis<|~:|re’rion of any justice of the peace, not exceeding twenty
ashes.

« Source: pbs.org



SLAVERY AND EDUCATION

IN KENTUCKY
In 1798 Kentucky ’ &EZR@S&T&:&‘%T%%i%%ﬁéﬁ?(} ES‘(E;?@?@L%T?
adopted a slave code e Sl L L S L s

that defined slaves as
‘chattel,” thereby
denying them basic
rights—including
citizenship, education,
legal marriages, and
control over property
and even their own
bodies.




ANTI-SLAVERY IN KENTUCKY

* As in the rest of the country, not all Kentuckians
believed slavery was right. Numerous political and
religious leaders and ordinary citizens questioned
the morality of slavery and were willing to take risks
to help enslaved African Americans escape.

- Kentucky's location on the border of slave and
nonslave states and its unique geography as the
only state surrounded on three sides by rivers,
created opportunities for people who were willing
to risk their lives 1o live in freedom and those willing
to risk everything to help them.



THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
IN KENTUCKY

The Underground
Railroad, a loosely
organized network
of supporters
throughout the
country, helped
enslaved African
Americans find
freedom in the
North.

Source: DigitalHistory.uh.edu
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REVEREND HENRY ADAMS

Not all the African
Americans who lived in
Kentucky before the Civil
War were enslaved.
Louisville, Kentucky was
home to the largest
community of free African
Americans south of the

Ohio River.

Henry Adams was

Baptist leader in Louisville, Rev. Henry Adams,

KY, where he established ity Got e i

the First African Bapfist

ChurCh. He C”SO beg(]ﬂ d Source: University of Kentucky, Notable

African Americans Database

school for African
American children.


http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/dgkeysearchdetail.cfm?trg=1&strucID=446901&imageID=1153376&total=103&num=40&word=kentucky african&s=1&notword=&d=&c=&f=&k=1&lWord=&lField=&sScope=&sLevel=&sLabel=&sort=&imgs=20&pos=48&e=r

THROUGHOUT THE STATE

* At least four other e b R e 2 e
churches in Louisville oy LR . Ry
opened schools for
African Americans prior
to the Civil War.

* By 1850, sixteen
Kentucky counties had
schools for free African
Americans.

ssloRRrGNEee SaSIene
abolitionist, established
the first integrated
college in the South at
EElical




SCHOOLS CLOSED

DURING THE CIVIL WAR
Despite these efforts,  : Shieamn
few African

Americans, free or
enslaved, were able
to get an education.

All African American
schools in Louisville
were closed in 1861,
during the Civil War,
and remained closed
until General Palmer
io@KceOmmeRnetel
the city in 1865.



//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/ca/JohnMPalmer.png

RUSH TO ENROLL

» After the war, local churches, the Freedman's Bureau,
and missionary societies reestablished schools for African
Americans until the first public school opened in 1870.

» Hundreds of former slaves rushed to enroll their children.
There were so many students wanting to enroll that the
schools had to limit enrollment because of a shortage of
teachers. For weeks after schools opened, parents
brought their children daily, hoping for a vacancy so
that they could enroll.

« By 1870 there were at least 15 schools in Louisville

providing education for about 1,500 African American
children.



SEGREGATION LAWS

* During the 1880's and 1890’s
laws were passed segregating
African Americans from whites in
schools, on streetcars, in
theaters, in public hospitals, and
more.

The schools for African
Americans were in older
buildings with fewer class
offerings. Teachers in African
American schools were paid less

than feachers in white schools.

* By 1879 there was a one-

room school for African
American students in the
rural community of Harrods
Creek, north of Louisville
and another closer to the

town of Prospect.
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A CHANCE FOR A BETTER SCHOOL

* Like most African American schools throughout the
South, the school at Harrods Creek was inferior to the
schools provided for white students. Local school boards
did not provide equal funding for African American and
white schools.

* In 1912 a philanthropist named Julius Rosenwald
decided to do something to improve education for
African Americans living in rural southern communities.

» Rosenwald was born in 1862 in lllinois fo German Jewish
iImmigrants. He made a fortune as president of the Sears,
Roebuck Company. In 1915 he began using some of his
vast fortune to support construction of better schools.



THE ROSENWALD FUND

Rosenwgld fe” IT WAS éLojltiJLi:::osLeigr\gs/ldof Congress
important that the local

community contribute
to the construction of
the school buildings so
that they would feel
pride of ownership. He
also insisted that the
schools be built
following professionally
drawn plans and using
superior construction
and materials.




THE JEFFERSON JACOB SCHOOL

«  The Jefferson Jacob School Source: NRHP Nomination

- The Jefferson Jacob
School in Harrods Creek
was one of the first
Rosenwald schools built
iIn Kentucky. The
Rosenwald Fund
provided $400 and the
local African American
community provided
$400 in labor. The
school opened around
1918 with two teachers
teaching eight grades.




MORE THAN A SCHOOL

All Rosenwald schools
were designed with @
large auditorium for
community meetings and
events. =
Having a building for
community events helped
the African American
community in Harrods
Creek develop a sense of
community identity.

1] RETRERNEN

Source: NRHP Nomination Form



RIDING THE TRAIN

Some African American
students from Louisville
who did not live near an
African American school
went to school atf the
Jefferson Jacob School.
o Cle e ina e
the Intferurban Railroad.
Many African American
families also attended
church in the Harrods
Creek neighborhood.
Harrods Creek became
an important gathering s
p|OCe for The Africgn Photographic Archives, Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville
American community.




MS. LONZETTA HOWARD

This photograph shows the
stfudents and teachers
during the 1927 school

year.

One of the children
pictured in the photo, Ms.
Lonzetta Howard,
remembers riding the
interurban railroad to and
from Jefferson Jacob
Schooal.

« Source: Ms. Lonzetta Howard

* Listen to Ms. Howard tell
her story in her own

N words:
(Personal communication

2013).



THE JAMES TAYLOR SUBDIVISON

* One of the teachers at  The lots were big enough
Jefferson Jacob School  so that families could raise
was Etta Taylor. She gardens, grow fruit frees,
and her husband, and keep chickens.
James Taylor, started @
real estate company
and bought property in
Harrods. Creek near ihe
school. They
subdivided the
property and sold large
lots to other African
American families. COLTORAL HSTORIC ASSESSMENT OF THE BASS.

SHIRLEY SANITARY SEWER AND DRAINAGE

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, LOUISVILLE, JEFFERSON
COUNTY, KENTUCKY




COUNTRY LIVING AND COMMUTING

* They wanted 1o
credte d
neighborhood where
African American
families could enjoy
counftry living, have
access to local
employment, and
also be able to
commute to jobs In

Looking south from Windham Parkway towards Taylor

LO U ISVI | l e % Subdivision. Source: CULTURAL HISTORIC ASSESSMENT OF
THE BASS-SHIRLEY SANITARY SEWER AND DRAINAGE
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, LOUISVILLE, JEFFERSON COUNTY,
KENTUCKY




“JUST LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE”

 Toni Taylor, a longtime
resident, recalls life in
the James Taylor
subdivision that grew
up around the
Jefferson Jacob
School. (Personal
communication 2013).

Looking north on Duroc Avenue from River
Road. Source: CULTURAL HISTORIC
ASSESSMENT OF THE BASS-SHIRLEY SANITARY
SEWER AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT, LOUISVILLE, JEFFERSON COUNTY,
KENTUCKY




THEY DID THE BEST THEY COULD

«  (Personal communication 2013).

- One thing that drew residents
to the neighborhood was the
presence of a school for
African American children. Still,
the Jefferson Jacob School
WQas inferior in some ways to IS
white schools in Louisville and
even to African American
schools within the city limits.

» Listen as Judy Grain Johnson, a
former student, describes the
school.



ADVOCATING FOR A CLOCK

« (Personal communication

* Mrs. Johnson's 2013)
mother was the
President of the
Jefferson Jacob
PTA. She was not IS
afraid fto try to get
better materials
and supplies for the
school. Ms. Johnson
tells the story of @
clock for the school.



HER GRANDFATHER’S LEGACY

* Mrs. Johnson continued
her education after
leaving Jefferson
Jacob School, going
on to college and
becoming a teacher,
first in an African
American school in B
Louisville and then in an ;
Ihtegrated scheol. She
states that her
grandfather was part
of the inspiration for
her success.



NATIONAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES

When segregation ended
In 1957, the Jefferson
Jacob School closed.
The building was
purchased by the
Prospect Masonic Lodge.
Today efforts are being
made to have the school
isted on the National
Register of Historic Places
because of its
Importance in the history
of African American
education in Kentucky.

The National Register of Historic Places is part of
the National Park Service. Source:
http://www.nps.gov/nr/

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE




A LEGACY WORTH PRESERVING

* In one way the school is a symbol of
segregation, but in another way it is a
symbol of community pride. By
working fogether, the people In the
community were able to provide the
best education possible for their
children in the face of segregation.



LOCAL LEADERS

The JefferSOﬂ JOCOb Source: NRHP Nomination Form
School was an

Important step
foward achieving
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.'s dream.

The teachers and
parents who
advocated for their
children were local
leaders in the struggle
for Civil Rights.




A HUGE IMPACT

In all, the Rosenwald
Fund spent more than
four million dollars to
build 4,977 schools, 217
teachers' homes, and
163 shop buildings in 15
states, from Maryland
to Texas.

Within Kentucky 155
Rosenwald Schools
were built, employing
402 teachers and
serving 18,090 students.

Map showing the location of Rosenwald Schools -
Source: NRHP Nomination, Jefferson Jacob School



WHAT ABOUT YOU AND
YOUR COMMUNITY?

* There are many different ways that
people fry to make the world a better
place. How did Julius Rosenwald try to
make the world bettere What about
James and Etta Taylore What about Mrs.
Johnson's mothere

- Who do you know that has fried to make
éour %ommuni’ry peftere What have they
ones

- What would you like to do to make the
world befttere




PRESERVING HISTORY

* Are there any Rosenwald schools in your
county or communitye

* Are there any buildings on the National
Register of Historic Placese

* Are there buildings that you think should
oe” 2preserveol because of the story they
tells

* Preserving buildings that preserve the
stories of our history is another way to be
a local leader.




